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CHAPMAN-ALEXANDER MISSION, 1914

These notes on the Mission are only those recorded in the Chapel Record.

In April 1910, on his return journey from New York, after his third visit to America, Joseph Kemp had the company of Dr Wilbur Chapman and Mr and Mrs Alexander, who were coming to the United Kingdom to conduct missions, but not, on this occasion, in Edinburgh. Arising from them, the Edinburgh Presbytery invited Chapman and the Alexanders to Edinburgh.
 

Dr Wilbur Chapman addressed the Annual Convention of the Edinburgh Evangelistic Association on 8 November 1913.
 His address to the Christian Workers in the Assembly Hall, on 16 January 1914, preparatory to the Mission, is in the Record 1914, pp 21-2; the subject was Revival. The Workers’ Meeting on 16 January filled the Assembly Hall – Alexander led and sang. Notes of Chapman’s address were printed in the Record, 1914, pp 21-2. Chapman and Alexander had met the ministers that afternoon.
 

The Mission opened in the Assembly Hall on Sunday 18 January 1914, followed by meetings from 19 to 23 January in various churches, then 25 January to 3 February in the Assembly Hall, and from 4 February to 4 March in the Olympia, Annandale Street.
 There were great crowds in the afternoon and evening, and hundreds were turned away. A note in the margin of the vestry copy of the Record says ‘1675’.

The Olympia Building was crowded night after night, with congregations of over 5000; on Sundays, as many again were turned away. Chapman preached and Alexander sang. Hundreds professed to accept Christ. Nothing like it had been seen since the Moody campaigns.
 Favourable comments by city ministers are recorded in the Record 1914, p. 49.

Chapman preached in Charlotte Chapel on the morning of Sunday 22 February.
 

A ‘Home Night’ was held, as part of the Mission, where young men and young women were given the opportunity of consecrating their lives for Home or Foreign service. 930 names were taken, 71 from the Chapel: 

The ‘Home Night’ of the great Mission was one that might well be remembered by all in connection with the Chapel. Out of the 930 names that were taken, 71 of these were young men and young women belonging to our own congregation who consecrated their lives for Home or for Foreign service, as the Lord should lead.

They joined in a meeting held in the Chapel on Thursday 12 March, when all those who had been converted in the Chapel during the last twelve months, together with the names of those passed on to the Chapel from the Mission, met for testimony and prayer.  The gathering filled the body of the Church.  Mr Kemp's spoke, and time was spent in testimony, during and which many young Christians took part.

A most interesting meeting was held in the Chapel on Thursday, the 12th, when all those who had been converted in the Chapel during the last twelve months, together with those whose names we had received as having been blessed during the Chapman and Alexander Mission, gathered together for a season of prayer and testimony.  There were present also, all who had given their names in on the " Home Night ' " and altogether we had a gathering which filled the body of the Church.  After Mr. Kemp had spoken a few words of guidance and encouragement, a short time was spent in testimony, in which a goodly number of young Christians took part.  A trio from our Choir sang several pieces during the evening.

On Wednesday 18 March, Mr Kemp invited all those over twelve, whose names had been sent from the Campaign, to tea and about 40 came. They were addressed by the pastor and several office-bearers.
 Several young converts were received into membership, and more were applying.
 

A rally was held for converts over the age of fifteen, in the Assembly Hall. on 30 March. About 2,000 were present. 2,100 had professed conversion during the Mission in Edinburgh, and a total of 21,000 throughout Scotland. Edinburgh had 500 personal workers to assist them.
  There are some final comments on the Mission in the Record, 1914, p 95. The Sunday evening services in the Chapel were ‘more than crowded’ in the month (April) following the Mission.
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